
budget speech. Ongoing servicing, maintenance and upgrades of 
infrastructure is key to ensuring the long term sustainability of key 
developments and achievements since our democracy. Government has 
committed R690bn over the next three years towards infrastructure, 
education and healthcare projects. The largest share of this allocation will 
be directed at education with other key focus areas covering TB and HIV 
programs within the healthcare domain and improvements in social 
protection. Overall, we can expect these projects to support economic 
growth over the next few years as they are rolled out. In addition, job 
creation should come through with the public works program having created 
250 000 jobs over the last 3 years and is expected to rise to 685 000 over 
the next 2 years.

Just as improvements in the quality of life of South Africans has led to 
greater demand for basic services and infrastructure improvements, so too 
is there a growing need for good quality savings products. South Africans 
should be demanding products that allow them to preserve and grow their 
savings such that these improvements in the quality of life can be 
maintained in the long term. Ensuring that we are able to maintain and grow 
our client’s wealth over the long term has been a key objective for Oasis 
since our inception.

The Oasis Balanced Fund range in particular, has been designed to cater for 
the evolving life staging spectrum of our collective client base. The diagram 
above, illustrates how our balanced funds are intended to satisfy the 
investment needs and objectives of our clients. The balanced fund range 
includes a combination of low, medium and high equity exposure products 
that caters for different risk and age pro�les with variation in the volatility 
and level of in�ation protection offered. 

The underlying instruments within the balanced fund range include a 
combination of property, equity and income assets, allowing for diversi�ed 
risk exposure on a number of levels, namely:

•  Different asset classes that can be tailored to ensure maximum returns 
based on the prevailing global macroeconomic environment

•  A �exible geographical footprint that can be targeted given the social, 
political and economic climate within a particular region

•  Diversity in currency exposure 
• Diversified sector allocation where stock selection can be tailored to 

maximize on opportunities within different industries as they arise.

• The interim report for the Oasis Crescent Property Fund has just been 
released for the six months to September 2012. The fund provided a total 
return since inception (November 2005) of 11.6% per annum. This return 
compares very favourably with the annual rate of in�ation, which has 
averaged 6.1% per annum over this period. The fund is currently invested 
in high quality properties and listed property investments domestically 
and abroad. Investors looking for a diverse and hassle-free listed property 
portfolio should contact a quali�ed broker for further information.
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The Economy at a Glance

The 2011 census results have been released and the data highlights some 
important and encouraging trends for all South Africans. Nine out of ten 
S.Africans now have access to running water and 73% use electricity for 
cooking relative to 45% in 1996. Since 1994, the number of households 
with access to water and sanitation has doubled as highlighted in the graph 
below. We have clearly taken strides forward in improving the quality of life 
for many South Africans. This progress does, however, present a new set of 
challenges as increased access to basic services does translate to a 
greater demand on resources and infrastructure, especially in Gauteng and 
the Western Cape which has experienced a significant population growth 
surge. 

It is encouraging to note from the medium term budget recently announced 
by the Minister of Finance that government is responding to these 
challenges with a planned allocation of R844bn towards infrastructure 
development over the next 3 years. The focus of this spend will be on 
schools, healthcare facilities and secondary roads which will see local 
communities bene�t directly from these initiatives. At a time when many 
governments globally are being forced to cut public spending, our 
government is utilizing some of its �exibility to boost spending in critical 
areas. Reaping the full bene�t of this opportunity does, however, require 
improvements in the quality and ef�ciency of service delivery which is 
dependent on collective and collaborative input from government, local 
councils, businesses and citizens alike.

“O ye who believe! Do not squander one another’s wealth in vanities, but let 
there be amongst you traf�c and trade by mutual good will.”  The Holy Quran, 
4:29.

While the global economy has slowed down, with economic growth forecast 
at 3.3% for 2012, recent weeks have provided some early signs of recovery. 
The US has reported an unemployment rate below 8% which is the lowest 
rate since 2009. The private sector has been the largest contributor, 
creating over 5.2m jobs over the last three years. Positive momentum has 
also been reported within the US housing market which showed growth in 
both the construction of new homes and sales of existing homes. Latest 
GDP figures for the UK, revealed a 1% growth in the UK economy, the highest 
reported over a nine month period which of�cially brought the recession to 
an end. Growth in the manufacturing and services sectors have been the key 
contributors to this positive turnaround. Similarly, China has reported growth 
in their manufacturing sector for the �rst time in three months following 
increases in both output and new orders.

In South Africa, GDP growth is expected at 2.5% and forecasted to rise over 
the short to medium term following government’s commitment to accelerate 
public spending over the next 3 to 4 years in line with the medium term 

Source:   (adapted from) Department of Water A�airs, Department of Cooperative   
  Governance and Traditional A�airs and census data
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BALANCED FUNDS

Risk Profile of Oasis Balanced Range of Products

Medium Volatility
Medium Inflation Protection

MEDIUM EQUITY

Oasis Crescent Balanced 
Stable Fund of Funds

Oasis Balanced Stable 
Fund of Funds

Oasis Crescent Balanced 
Progressive Fund of Funds

Oasis Balanced Fund

Oasis Crescent Balanced
High Equity Fund of Funds

Lower Volatility
Low Inflation Protection

LOW EQUITY

Higher Volatility
High Inflation Protection

HIGH EQUITY


