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the training of principals, especially in underperforming schools.

The focus on higher education is to expand access to learning, 
particularly to children of the poor. This will include converting loans 
to final year students from Government’s National Student Financial 
Aid Scheme into bursaries should these students graduate 
successfully at the end of the year. Students in Further Education 
and Training colleges who qualify for financial aid will also be 
exempted from paying fees.

Police

The drive to improve the capacity and effectiveness of the police, 
particularly detective services, forensic analysts and crime 
intelligence, continues. President Zuma also imparted the need for 
renewed vigour in the fight against drug abuse and drug peddling. 

Corruption

A Special Anti-Corruption Unit has been established in the 
Department of Public Service and Administration. To date, about 
R44 million has been recovered from public servants who are 
illegally benefiting from housing subsidies, while clearing the social 
grants system of fraud also continues. The Special Investigating Unit 
has further been directed to probe any alleged maladministration 
or corruption in various Government departments, municipalities 
and institutions.

Health

Government is making progress in the development of the National 
Health Insurance policy and implementation plan. The policy 
document will soon be released for public engagement. President 
Zuma also reiterated a commitment to the training of nurses and 
doctors, an emphasis on women’s health and a revitalised 
programme to continue the fight against HIV and AIDS.

Building a Better Africa and Better World
    
South Africa will attend its inaugural meeting as the newest member 
of BRICS in China during April. The country has joined Brazil, Russia, 
India and China in this bloc of influential emerging economies. 
South Africa has also taken up a non-permanent seat in the United 
Nations Security Council and is serving a two-year term on the 
African Union Peace and Security Council. It will use its role in these 
prominent positions to promote the African agenda as well as 
peace and security in Africa and the world.  

Conclusion

With Government’s major focus for 2011 having been set on job 
creation, President Zuma has urged all citizens and all business 
entities to contribute to this national effort. While details of 
Government’s New Growth Path remain to be further unpacked, 
these should hopefully be clarified in the months to come. In the 
meantime, the allocation of additional funding and tax allowances 
that aim to foster job creation is already an encouraging step in the 
right direction. 

President Jacob Zuma has declared 2011 a year of job creation 
through meaningful economic transformation and inclusive growth.
 
Job Creation

The past decade has seen the South African economy realise 
positive growth, however Government is concerned that 
unemployment and poverty have persisted regardless. As such, 2011 
has been designated as a year in which to drive and support 
employment initiatives. 

Government has pledged to play its part and the implementation of 
its New Growth Path will aim to create a significant number of jobs in 
the six priority areas of infrastructure development, agriculture, 
mining and beneficiation, manufacturing, the green economy and 
tourism. Ministers are to announce their job targets and specific 
details on how to achieve these targets in their upcoming Budget 
Vote Speeches.

Importantly, the South African Government also announced the 
establishment of a jobs fund of R9 billion to finance new job creation 
initiatives over the next three years. A similar undertaking was made 
by the Industrial Development Corporation, a state-owned finance 
institution that provides financing to entrepreneurs and businesses in 
strategic industries. This Corporation has pledged to invest R10 billion 
over the next five years into economic activities with high jobs 
potential. Encouragingly, the manufacturing sector, which has seen 
export volumes and profits decline as a stronger Rand erodes 
international competiveness, has been granted substantial tax 
breaks. To promote investments, expansions and upgrades in this 
important sector of our economy, President Zuma announced R20 
billion in tax allowances for qualifying projects. 

Basic Services

Government remains committed to expanding access to basic 
services and to promoting projects for the provision of water, 
electricity and housing. During 2010, more than 400,000 additional 
South Africans were served with basic water supply and 
Government will spend a further R2.6 billion on water services this 
year. Roughly 81% of the country now has access to electricity, 
compared to 63% in 2000. This year, Government will also start 
procuring power from Renewable Energy Power Producers in 
demonstrating its commitment to renewable energy.
 
Education

The focus in basic education this year will be on Triple T: Teachers, 
Textbooks and Time. President Zuma again emphasised that 
teachers must be at school, in class, on time and teaching at least 
seven hours a day. The administration must ensure that every child 
receives a textbook timeously and special attention will be given to 
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