
The end of June ushered in with it the Holy month of 
Ramadaan, a time of sacrifice, reflection, and spiritual 
awakening for millions of Muslims the world over. As 
savers and investors, this month gives us an opportunity 
to contemplate the impact of our investments on society, 
allowing us to ensure that our portfolio of investments is not 
only consistent with our personal principles, but is socially 
responsible as well. Beyond the satisfaction of individual 
beliefs, socially responsible investing creates stability, fosters 
social cohesion, and ultimately improves long term returns 
for investors. Indeed, as government’s the world over crack 
down on unethical business practices in our society’s most 
harmful and unsustainable industries, socially responsible 
investments can leave savers with significantly more 
peace of mind that their accumulated wealth is sufficiently 
protected. In this sense, ethical investing is both socially and 
commercially desirable, maximising real returns over the long 
term while improving the state of the world in which we live. 
At Oasis, socially responsible and sustainable investing forms 
a core part of our philosophy. As signatories to the United 
Nations Principles for Responsible Investing, we take every 
effort to ensure that our clients’ savings are invested in a way 
which ensures inflation beating returns while enhancing good 
corporate governance, sustainability, and growth. 

Among the many special attributes of this Holy month, it is the  
duty of all Muslims to distribute zakaat as a means of 
uplifting the poor and reducing inequality in our communities. 
Naturally, growing wealth is essential to creating financial 
independence and tangibly improving quality of life. More 
importantly for our communities, however, is that it also 
ensures that Muslims remain contributors to the zakaat pool, 
assisting and uplifting the less financially fortunate members 
of society. For example, if you had invested R100 000 in the 
Oasis Crescent Equity Fund in 1998, the contribution of this 
wealth towards zakaat would have risen from R2 500 to over 
R63 000 today.

By contrast, if this money was kept “under the mattress”, the 
contribution towards zakaat would have stayed flat at just R2500 
per year. Additionally, not only would the amount of money 
contributed stayed flat, but due to on-going increases in prices, 
the number of goods that this amount of money can buy will have 
more than halved over the period.

The glaring difference between these two scenarios serves 
as a reminder that protecting and growing your own wealth 
can have important benefits for your community, as you 
become more able to contribute to both economic and 
social prosperity. In order to make a positive difference, it is 
therefore beneficial that we invest wisely in inflation-beating 
instruments that are capable of improving our own living 
standards as well as the lives of those around us.

Over the month of June, Oasis advisors visited over fifteen 
cities in the United Kingdom in support of Zain Bhikha’s 
initiative with Human Appeal to raise funding that will 
contribute to some of the 200 million orphans globally.  
The advisory team met a number of community members 
over a three week period at capacity filled concerts that 
began in Glasgow and culminated in London just before 
the onset of Ramadaan.  Oasis is proud to have been part 
of this initiative, particularly because of the community 
support shown towards this humanitarian project. Oasis 
has collaborated with Zain and the Bhikha family on some 
of their outreach projects due to the far-reaching impacts it 
has in terms of social and economic development.  Zain is 
a role model to aspire to as he shows just how much can be 
achieved towards worthy developmental goals with initiative, 
shared commitment, creativity and passion.

Over the month of Ramadaan, Oasis will be hosting a 
number of television and radio shows aimed at educating 
the public on financial matters that affect them on a day 
to day basis.  The Oasis Focus on Finance show will air on 
ITV, Channel 347 on DSTV from 12:00 – 13:00. The Oasis 
Focus on Finance show is also broadcasted on radio with 
a live panel discussion every Sunday at 14:30 during this 
month. Radio Stations that are participating in this forum 
will be Radio 786, Voice of the Cape, Al Ansaar and IFM 
Radio. Oasis invites you to submit your questions to us at: 
info@oasiscrescent.com and we will address this within 
these programmes, schedule permitting. 
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Oasis Funds are long term investments. The value of investments may go down as well as up and past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. A schedule of 
fees and charges and maximum commissions is available from the administration company on request. Commission and incentives may be paid and if so, would be included in 
the overall costs. Fluctuations or movements in exchange rates may cause the value of underlying international investments to go up or down. All information and opinions provided 
are of a general nature and the document contains no implied or express recommendation, guidance, advice or proposal that the product is appropriate to the investment 
objectives, financial situation or needs of any particular individual or entity. No warranty as to the accuracy, correctness or completeness of the information and opinions contained 
herein is provided. Oasis Asset Management Ltd., Oasis Crescent Capital (Pty) Ltd., Oasis Crescent Wealth (Pty) Ltd. and Oasis Crescent Advisory Services (Pty) Ltd. are Authorised 
Financial Services Providers. Oasis Crescent Retirement Solutions (Pty) Ltd., Oasis Crescent Management Company Ltd., Oasis Crescent Property Fund Managers Ltd. and Oasis 
Crescent Insurance Ltd. are the Administrators and are authorised by the Financial Services Board as such. 

Source: Oasis Research; Figures based on cumulative returns, net of fees, gross of NPI, 
since inception through 30 June 2014

Zakaat Contribution 
(2.5%)Investment Value

July 1998

June 2014

R 100 000

R 2 556 900

R 2 500

R 63 922


