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A Word on Financial Matters

Source: Oasis research using Bloomberg, March 2016

South Africa, as a sovereign state and economy, is operating within an increasingly 

complex geopolitical landscape. Our single largest trading partner, China, 

continues to undergo an economic transition which has resulted in a decline in 

demand for our mineral resources. Due to a protracted period of below average 

global growth since 2011, many advanced economies are beginning to show signs 

of closing their borders. For example in the US, at least two potential presidential 

candidates would favour putting up signi�cant barriers to international trade, 

while in the UK we will witness an unprecedented public referendum on whether 

to leave the European Union for good later this year.

In this context, access to new export markets may become particularly important 

to South Africa’s sustained economic growth, as all major emerging market growth 

booms have centred on a dynamic export sector, in addition to elevated levels of 

investment. While a number of our BRICS alliance partners are encountering 

cyclical growth challenges, it is therefore imperative to leverage these relationships 

into carefully designed trade agreements, so that South Africa is well placed to 

bene�t from any uptick in global activity in the future.  Access to new markets can 

bene�t local industries by providing scale that is dif�cult to achieve within South 

Africa’s borders, while economists have shown that global trade integration can 

reduce in�ation meaningfully over time, as countries exploit their respective 

comparative advantages.

The establishment and capitalisation of the BRICS’ New Development Bank, as 

detailed in February’s budget statement, is a good starting point. Not only does the 

bank have the potential to enhance business development in South Africa, it could 

also serve as a key mechanism for infrastructure development on the rest of the 

continent. To be sure, unfettered cross-border trade is not always in the best 

interest of both countries, especially when it risks the viability of entire domestic 

industries. However there are still ample opportunities for mutually bene�cial 

trade between South Africa and the rest of the world. Our relationship with the rest 

of the BRICS alliance and our strategically competitive position with respect to 

Africa, should thus both serve as a source of long term prosperity for all South 

Africans if managed wisely.

Besides the freer �ow of goods and services internationally, global integration over 

the last 30 years has given investment managers the opportunity to diversify client 

portfolios in a way that was previously unattainable. Global investors now bene�t 

from greater access to new markets, industries and companies, rather than being 

limited to a handful of domestic sectors. As South African regulators have relaxed 

the global investment allowance over the years, Oasis has developed an ideal 

range of products to ensure that our clients’ are able to bene�t fully from global 

opportunities. These include domestic retirement funds and collective investment 

schemes, which carry a 25% global investment allowance, as well as the Oasis 

range of international feeder funds (rand-based global funds) which give investors 

full offshore exposure without consuming their annual offshore allowance of R11 

million. For those looking to utilise their offshore allowance, we also offer a wide 

range of award-winning global funds. In the 2016 Budget Speech, the Minister of 

Finance announced a Special Voluntary Disclosure Programme to give opportunity 

for non-compliant taxpayers to voluntarily disclose offshore assets and income. 

Applications for relief under the Special Voluntary Disclosure Programme will 

apply for a limited window period of six months starting on 1 October 2016 and 

closing on 31 March 2017, and we encourage readers who may be affected to speak 

to one of our �nancial advisors.

Oasis Balanced Unit Trust Fund Reaches its 15 Year Milestone

We are pleased to announce that the Oasis Balanced Unit Trust Fund celebrated 

its 15 year anniversary in March. This Fund, a consistent outperformer in the 

Oasis stable of funds, delivered 17.7% annualized returns since its inception to 

the end of December 2015, and on a risk adjusted basis has delivered exceptional 

value to its investors. As with all prudential funds within Oasis product range, 

the Oasis Balanced Unit Trust Fund, is actively managed and well diversi�ed 

across geographies, currencies, asset classes, sectors and instruments. This level of 

diversi�cation is imperative in order to offer value protection and growth over the 

long term, which is a de�ning feature of all Oasis products, and which this Fund 

has been able to consistently deliver in its �fteen year history.

 

Oasis 2017 Bursary Applications Opens 

The Oasis Crescent Bursary Programme Applications for 2017 are open from 

April 2016. We invite students who are keen to pursue a career in the �nancial 

services industry to apply for this programme. Bursaries are offered to students 

who want to qualify with degrees specialising in �nance, accounting, economics, 

investments, mathematics, statistical science, operations, human resources, 

psychometrics, computer sciences, technology and law (speci�cally within 

commerce). Download the application forms from the careers section of the 

website, www.oasiscrescent.com, or call our Bursary team on 021 413 7860. 

Submissions must reach Oasis by 1 August 2016.

 

In the News

www.oasiscrescent.com | 021 413 7860 | 0860 100 786 

Introduction

SA Edition 3 - 2016

OASIS BURSARY PROGRAM
Empowering through education

Contact our bursary programme team:
bursary@oasiscrescent.com

+27 (0) 21 413 7860
www.oasiscrescent.co.za


