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CEO Introduction 

 

The Economy at a Glance

South Africa has recently gone through its 3rd Municipal elections, which 
gave every citizen a right to cast their opinion on how they want to shape the 
future of their country. This makes us realize that if through one simple vote, 
we can shape the future of our country, then why not with one simple savings 
plan, shape the future of our own lives?
“Remember that if you suffer a few moments in patience, you will afterward 
enjoy supreme delight” – from the historic speech of Tariq Bin Ziyad, a great 
Muslim Leader. The same way, saving for the future requires discipline and 
patience and the benefits of these savings are yours to enjoy after 
retirement. That future may seem far at present but in today’s fast paced 
world, it is always a good idea to be prepared. We as human beings are 
always planning ahead; the next family vacation, the upgrade to a new car, 
new cell phone, bigger house, our children’s weddings, then why not 
retirement? It is the savings we accumulate today that will help us maintain 
our standard of living once we retire.

We go through many rites of passage during our lives, for example the birth 
of a child, coming of age, marriage and death. With each milestone crossed, 
come new responsibilities, new priorities and change our personalities 
accordingly. In that sense retirement can also be considered an important 
rite of passage that changes the course of our lives going forward and a 
portion of our monthly income must be saved towards that phase of our lives.  

At Oasis we constantly emphasize the importance of saving towards the 
future. As you grow with each rite of passage, so should your wealth. Contact 
our client services department at 0860 100 786 should you wish to chat to 
us about a suitable retirement plan. 

The global economy has seen encouraging signs of sustainable recovery, 
driven by strong emerging market growth. This faster global growth, 
accompanied by historically low domestic interest rates and firm commodity 
prices, has also driven momentum in Africa’s economic recovery.  

Africa has entered a new dawn with its economies displaying significant 
increases in real GDP levels over the past decade and providing substantial 
opportunities for foreign investors. The continent’s overall growth in the next 
five years is expected to be 5.1% overshadowing the world's average which is 
expected to be 4.5% (World Economic Outlook, IMF). Great opportunities for 
economic growth are expected to come through via resource exploration, 
infrastructure spending and consumer spending. With regards to natural 
resources, major oil deposits were recently discovered in Ghana and Uganda 
and copper in Zambia and Democratic Republic of Congo. We have also seen 
substantial progress within the telecommunication industry, which has 
shrunk the global landscape and allowed Africa to communicate with the rest 
of the world in a more efficient manner; the key contributors being MTN 
(mobile networking) and Seacom (broadband). Africa has also shown greater 
connectivity amongst its economies and with the rest of the world in terms of 
increased air transportation and improved road and rail infrastructure. For 
example South African Airways (SAA) travels to and from various international 
destinations with multiple departures each day allowing for greater 
accessibility and movement for the African continent. Another positive is 
Africa’s substantial population of approximately 1 Billion, only behind China 
and India. A significant portion of this population falls within the working age 
thus adding to the skill base within the continent. As Africa develops, the 
sizeable consumer pool is likely to drive consumer spending in the future. It 
is these constructive developments that have brought Africa out in the 
limelight as an attractive investment platform.

With Africa providing such great prospects, investors are increasingly looking 
for a gateway to enter into the region. South Africa, with its world class 
financial systems, highly regulatory environment and high-quality 
infrastructure, has become an attractive Foreign Direct Investment 

destination and can appropriately serve this purpose. Recent examples 
illustrating this situation include: Barclays Bank shifting its African 
headquarters from Dubai to Johannesburg, large investments such as 
Walmart’s acquisition of Massmart, Kansai’s takeover of Freeworld and 
NTT’s takeover of Dimension Data. These developments are expected to 
have increasingly beneficial impacts on our economy and in turn Africa as 
a whole, thereby enhancing economic growth and in the process, creating 
quality jobs.

South Africa’s financial sector operates in a highly regulated environment. 
Because of this added cushion, the South African financial sector had 
faired relatively well during the global financial crisis of 2008. Thus, we at 
Oasis have always been of the opinion that all regulatory requirements 
must be met with, in order to best protect our clients. 
 
Recent industry reports are painting the picture that South African 
investors are facing restrictions with offshore investments as many global 
funds, do not satisfy the South African regulatory requirements. Under 
section 65, Global funds can be available for sale to South African investors 
only if the funds meet the South African CISCA (Collective Investment 
Scheme Control Act) requirements simultaneously complying with their 
local regulatory framework.

All of the Oasis global funds, available directly through our South African 
and Dublin offices, are registered under Section 65. We were able to 
register our funds as we have always believed that the regulations which 
protect investor rights are of utmost importance. For example, our global 
funds have an independent custodian, (BNP Paribas) which gives the 
investor greater capital protection. This is a failing point of many of the 
global funds in obtaining Section 65 registration, as they do not have an 
independent custodian. 

We at Oasis are advising our clients that now is a good time to invest 
offshore in order to appropriately diversify your investment portfolios and 
boost future returns. This is increasingly true now that foreign markets are 
offering better investment opportunities relative to the developed markets. 
However, due to the reasons mentioned above, many South Africans are 
unable to enjoy the benefits of such an opportunity. 

While other product providers are distracted with non compliance 
consequences, Oasis continues to grow its clients’ wealth and generate 
real returns through consistent performance. A simple solution for clients 
is that the challenges imposed by both Section 65 and the recently 
promulgated Regulation 28 can easily be mitigated by the transfer of your 
retirement or pension annuity to Oasis where we have always been 
compliant with regulatory guidelines in order to safeguard the interests of 
our clients. Amongst our global funds, the Equity funds have the Standard 
& Poor’s AA 5 year Long-Term Fund Management Rating and further adds 
to the comfort of investors in terms of being high quality products that have 
continuously outperformed their relative benchmarks.

On the 1st of June, Oasis Crescent Retirement Fund, South Africa’s first 
Shari’ah compliant retirement fund, celebrated a decade of its existence. 
Moreover, three other retirement funds namely, the Oasis Crescent 
Retirement Annuity Fund, the Oasis Crescent Preservation Pension Fund 
and the Oasis Crescent Preservation Provident Fund also celebrated their 
9th anniversaries. Apart from their commendable performance and track 
record, these diversified portfolios have also been the ideal investment 
vehicle for retirement funds since their launch and are designed to cater to 
individual customer risk profiles and provide them with an ideal mix of high 
quality equity, property and income assets.

In adding to the excitement, the Oasis Head Office has relocated to our own 
premises: Oasis House located at 96 Upper Roodebloem Road, University 
Estate, and is now open for business. As always, you are very welcome to 
come in and see us there. Our phone numbers and other contact details 
will remain unchanged; however, all contact information is listed on our 
homepage at www.oasiscrescent.com.


