
www.oasiscrescent.com | 021 413 7860 | 0860 100 786 

July sees us welcome the Holy month of Ramadaan – a month of sacri�ce, 
re�ection, spiritual awakening and sel�ess sharing. We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you Ramadaan Kareem, may the Almighty bless you with 
all that is bene�cial for you and your families and accept all your efforts.
 
Re�ection and sacri�ce, important themes during this auspicious month, 
extend beyond our physical needs and desires, but also require us to re�ect 
on the managing of our �nances. Among the many special attributes of this 
Holy month, it is practice for many Muslims to distribute our zakaat as a 
means of puri�cation and growth of our wealth. Naturally, growing one’s wealth 
is essential to creating �nancial independence and improving one’s lifestyle. 
More importantly for our communities, however, it also ensures that we 
remain contributors to the zakaat pool, assisting and uplifting the less 
�nancially fortunate members of society. 

This July also marks the 15th anniversary of the Oasis Crescent Equity Fund 
(OCEF), a compliant unit trust fund which primarily invests in the South African 
stock market. If you had invested R100 000 in OCEF in 1998, the contribution 
of this wealth towards zakaat would have risen from R2 500 to over R53 000 
today.
 

By stark contrast, if you had kept this money “under the mattress”, your 
contribution towards zakaat would have remained at just R2500 per year. In 
fact, not only would the amount of money contributed remain unchanged, but 
due to ongoing increases in prices, the number of goods that this amount of 
money can buy has more than halved. The glaring difference between these 
two scenarios serves as a reminder that protecting and growing your own 
wealth can have important bene�ts for your community, as you become more 
able to contribute to both economic and social prosperity. In order to make a 
positive difference, it is therefore necessary that we invest wisely in 
in�ation-beating instruments that are capable of improving our living 
standards and the lives of those around us. 

When deciding which unit trust to invest in, one should be cognizant not only 
of the relative returns generated by the fund in question, but should also 
understand the fund’s performance in cumulative, or absolute terms. While 
OCEF has delivered an annual return of 23% since inception, the average 
Shari’ah compliant domestic equity fund managed by Oasis’ peers has 
produced an annual return of 15%. At face value, it may appear as if Oasis has 
outperformed its peers by just 8% over the long term. However, when 
considering the cumulative returns generated by these investments, it 
becomes clear how important this difference is. 

To clarify this point, consider an investment made into the average compliant 
domestic equity fund managed by Oasis’ peers. If you had invested R100 000 
into these funds in 1998, your money would have grown to R834 000 today. 
This represents a cumulative investment return of 734%, which appears 
impressive when seen in isolation. However, consider an investment made into 
the Oasis Crescent Equity Fund over the same period. If you had rather 
invested your R100 000 in OCEF, your money would currently be worth a 
considerably larger R2.15 million, re�ecting a cumulative investment return of 
2048%. While the average peer group fund would have generated positive 
returns of 15% per annum, it will have underperformed OCEF by a massive           
R1.3 million or 1 314% over the past 15 years on a cumulative basis, at 
substantially higher risk.

The signi�cant outperformance of OCEF over its peers highlights the fact that 
properly distinguishing between a fund’s absolute and relative performance 
can substantially bene�t investors, as even seemingly small differences 
between annual returns will become critical over time. For more information on 
how we can assist you in protecting and enhancing your standard of living, call 
an Oasis advisor on 0860 100 786 today, or visit our website at 
www.oasiscrescent.com.

On the 13th June, Oasis House was abuzz with its 16th Anniversary Dhikr 
(Prayer) evening which was attended by the Ebrahim family, staff, community 
leaders and eminent guests. Marking its anniversary with a Thikr is symbolic of 
the blessings that Oasis has realized over the years and as a group we remain 
grateful to the Almighty for His in�nite mercy and blessings. 

Over the month of Ramadaan, Oasis will be hosting a live National Finance 
Radio Program every Sunday at 14:30 during this Holy Month. Radio Stations 
that are participating in this forum will be Radio 786, Voice of the Cape, Al 
Ansaar and IFM Radio. This �nancial program is aimed at educating the public 
on �nancial matters affecting them on a day to day basis and Oasis invites you 
to submit your questions to us at: info@oasiscrescent.com and we will address 
this within the radio program, schedule permitting.
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Oasis Directors hosting guests 
at Oasis House Dhikr evening 
in celebration of the group’s 
16th Anniversary.
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