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In the News

A Word on Financial Matters

Source: Oasis research, January 2016

During periods of market volatility, choosing an investment manager to entrust 

your savings with can have important implications for your future wealth. In 

fact, over the long term, even small differences in investment style can result in 

large variations in cumulative returns. So how would one go about making such 

an important decision? In general, there are a few important factors to consider 

when choosing the right manager for you. Over and above a simple assessment of 

fees, it is crucial that the characteristics of the manager being considered suit your 

speci�c needs and objectives.  

Along these lines, one should have a good idea of what the manager’s investment 

philosophy entails from the outset. A clear and consistent investment philosophy 

is important in ensuring that the performance of investment returns is consistent 

through the various market cycles. By contrast, an incoherent or complex 

philosophy can result in highly random and inconsistent investment performance, 

with the future value of your savings being left largely to luck. A second important 

factor to consider is the legal environment in which the manager operates. Too 

often, it is simply assumed that one’s savings are being handled according to tightly 

controlled regulatory practices. However, this is not always the case, as various 

product providers can fall under vastly different regulatory regimes. For example, a 

retail investor invested in an unregulated hedge fund will not bene�t from the same 

protections afforded to collective investment schemes. This can have important 

implications for the safety of your wealth in the event of fraudulent or Ponzi-like 

behaviour. 

Finally, and undoubtedly one of the most crucial indicators of an investment  

manager’s ability to protect and grow your wealth, is their performance track 

record over the long term. On this front, there are at least two points to consider. 

The �rst is whether the manager has been able to generate returns in excess of the 

benchmark, or target, over a suitably long period of time, for example, over 10 

years. Ultimately, the objective should be to grow your real wealth, and a manager 

who has failed to generate truly signi�cant real returns over the long term has 

clearly failed to meet this objective. Secondly, it is equally important to view these 

returns in the context of the amount of risk being taken by the manager. Higher 

Sharpe and Sortino ratios over the long term can give one a good sense of this, 

as they capture the excess returns generated by a speci�c fund per unit of risk 

incurred. Through these simple guidelines, individuals can form a strong view on 

the suitability of any investment manager to meeting their wealth management 

needs. 

At Oasis, we pride ourselves in having built our track record on the back of a 

simple yet powerful investment philosophy. Committed to the protection and 

growth of our client’s wealth, we aim always to deliver consistent real returns, 

so that our clients’ standard of living increases materially over time.  We do this 

through the constant identi�cation of high quality yet undervalued investments 

across the global and domestic �nancial markets, providing long term real wealth 

creation and strong downside protection. We operate within a highly regulated 

environment across our entire product range, so that our clients have the peace 

of mind that their hard-earned savings are protected by global best regulatory 

practices. 

Most importantly, across the various asset classes and within our balanced fund 

solutions, the Oasis product range has generated a long term track record that 

has bene�tted our clients immensely over the previous 18 years. The Oasis 

Crescent Equity Fund, for example, has delivered a cumulative return of 2 267% 

since its inception through January 2016, compared to a peer group average of 

756%. Furthermore, the excess returns generated by this fund per unit of risk are 

signi�cantly in excess of the fund’s peer group, with a Sharpe ratio at 0.73 versus 

a peer group average of 0.26. Through this consistent outperformance, we have 

continued to add value to our clients’ wealth and standard of living.

On 28 February 2016 at the IFN awards ceremony in Dubai, Oasis collected 
two accolades. The �rst was for Oasis Crescent Capital, recognized as the Best 
Islamic Asset Management Company from Africa, and the second was for the 
Oasis Crescent Global Property Equity Fund which was named the best fund 
globally in its sector. These awards follow on from the Thomson Reuters 
Lipper award given to the Oasis Crescent Global Low Equity Balanced Fund, 
which received the best fund over a three year period earlier in February. The 
awards bear testament to Oasis consistent investment approach and ability to 
deliver value over the long term. 

From 1 March 2016, a range of Retirement Fund Tax Reforms have come into 

effect. Oasis’ client services team as well as its �nancial advisors will be able to 

assist you with all your questions around the changes, and we also encourage you 

to visit the Oasis Crescent YouTube Channel to view videos which explain how 

these changes can impact you. 


