
 

 

 
 
MEDIA STATEMENT 
 
 

DONATION OF A R1,1m LASER FACILITY TO GROOTE SCHUUR AND RED 

CROSS CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS 

 

Cape Town 9 March 2011 – Groote Schuur hospital has received a shot in the arm 

with the donation of a skin laser machine and the refurbishment of the hospital’s 

Laser Unit. This was made possible with funds from the Oasis Crescent Fund Trust. 

The machine is the third of its kind in the country but the first that’s publically 

available, as the other two are housed in private hospitals. 

 

This project was undertaken at the behest of the Dermatology Division Red Cross 

Children’s Hospital and Groote Schuur Hospital and the necessary donation was 

made on behalf of investors in the Oasis Crescent range of ethical investment 

products. These investors donate non-permissible income in terms of Shari’ah 

investment principles to charity via the Oasis Crescent Fund Trust. After discussions 

between the Trust, the Red Cross and Groote Schuur Hospital, it was agreed that 

the facility be based at Groote Schuur because of the need to treat both children 

and adults. 

 

It was further agreed that the facility be made available to all hospitals for the 

treatment of disfiguring skin conditions. Until now this service was only available in 



private hospitals and came at a very high cost to the public. The laser unit makes it 

possible for patients in need to get the necessary treatment free of charge. The 

refurbishment of the Dermatology Unit further turns this service into a world-class 

facility.  

 

In response to the donation, the Dermatology Unit’s head, Prof. Gail Todd, thanked 

Oasis for the sponsorship. “This laser facility will assist in treating conditions that 

seriously interfere with patients’ lives and work,” she said. “As there are presently 

no laser machines at any academic dermatology unit in the country, this unit could 

also potentially be developed as a national training resource.” 

  

Shaheen Ebrahim, Chairman of Oasis Group Holdings and trustee of the Oasis 

Crescent Fund Trust, says, “This is a pioneering project with a great pioneering 

hospital and Oasis is extremely proud to be involved with it. The wide and varied 

applications of laser technology within the medical field and dermatology unit will 

ensure that treatment for conditions which were previously unaddressed by the 

public healthcare framework are now accessible at Groote Schuur for the benefit of 

all South Africans.” 
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For more information, please contact: 
Oasis Group Holdings (Pty) Ltd 
Nazeem Ebrahim 
Deputy Chairman 
Tel. +27 (0) 21 413 7860 
Email: marketing@oasiscrescent.com 

 
 
                                      ___________________________ 
 
 
 

Notes to editors:  
Oasis Group Holdings 
Oasis Crescent Capital is a subsidiary of Oasis Group Holdings, which was formed in 1997. 
With asset management as its core business, Oasis believes that its most important assets 
– and those of the country – are its people. Since its formation, the Group has always been 
empowered in the conventional and legal sense and it continues to be majority black-
owned, managed and staffed. As such, it meets – and often exceeds – all conventional BEE 
codes and guidelines. Furthermore, Oasis Group Holdings is a signatory to the Principles for 



Responsible Investment initiative; an investor initiative in partnership with the UN 
Environment Programme Finance Initiative and the UN Global Compact.  
 
In 2005, Oasis Group Holdings committed R5 million over five years to the preservation of 
the ancient Islamic manuscripts in Timbuktu, Mali.  
 
Oasis Crescent Fund Trust 
Over the years, the Oasis Crescent Fund Trust has donated millions to worthy causes in the 
areas of healthcare, social development, disaster relief and education. Oasis contributes to 
all these national and provincial initiatives in support of eradicating South Africa’s social and 
economic disparities. Major donations include: 

 
 
1999:  Disaster relief for cyclone-ravaged Cape Flats. 
2000:  Disaster relief contribution for the Muslim Association of Red Cross Hospitals 
  during the war in Kosovo. 
2001:  Disaster relief recovery plan for the cold and rainy Western and Southern Cape 
  winters. Since 2001 this has occurred on an annual basis. 
2002:  Recovery programme for the flood victims in Mozambique. 
2003: Contribution towards the South African Girls and Boys Town education model to 
  ensure implementation of teaching standards and learner development  
  initiatives across schools in South Africa. This has occurred on an annual and 
  ongoing basis since 2003. 
2003:  The Crescent Fund Trust brought relief to the inadequate and rudimentary  
  Dermatology Unit of the Red Cross Children’s Hospital by fully equipping it and 
  funding a full-time healthcare worker to operate the unit. 
2004:  A much needed donation was made to the victims of the Asian Tsunami disaster 
  of December 26th 2004, following the devastating earthquake and tsunami that 
  ravaged regions of South-East Asia. 
2004:  The Crescent Fund Trust funded the building of a dormitory for the students of 
 the As-Salaam Educational Institute in the rural town of Braemar, KwaZulu-
 Natal.  
2005:  Oasis responded to the emergency relief operation of the drought-stricken town 
 of Piketberg, where many farmers and communities were affected by the lack of 
 produce within the region for the season. 
2006:  Oasis contributed computers to Maryland Literacy Centre.  
2006:  Donation to Gift of the Givers Foundation for their many disaster relief 
 operations. 
2007:  Donation to Hospice Palliative Care Association to enable the establishment of 
 additional recovery units for patients. Oasis also donated portable X-ray 
 machines to Khayalitsha Site B Clinic.  
2008:  Oasis opens the Crescent Fund Trust Laser Unit at Groote Schuur Hospital. The 
 unit is home to the first publicly available laser machine and hair removal unit in 
 South Africa. 
2008: Oasis contributes more than R1 million to several organizations namely Al 
 Imdaad, Waquf Ul Wafikun, Islamic Peace University, the Gift of the Givers and 
 Sultan Bahu, to ensure the implementation of significant recovery and 
 educational plans for their communities.   
2009:  In response to the Beit ul Aman Home for the Aged facing closure due to funding 
 shortages, Oasis made a R1 million donation to ensure the continuity of the 
 home’s health and care services. 



2010: Oasis donates R5m towards relief efforts to support the disaster victims following 
 the devastating earthquake in Haiti. 

 2010: Oasis contributes R1.3million towards the building of an Early Childhood 
 Development Centre in the community of Vlakfontein, Gauteng. 

 2010: Oasis contributes R5m to flood relief efforts in Pakistan 
 


