
Oasis - helping Charities
The images never become easier

to bare. Where poverty prevails or
natural disaster strikes we are con-
fronted by a collage of catastrophe: A
mother holding an infant aloft as she
wades through the murky aftermath
of a flashflood; an elderly man, frail
and forlorn, outside the shabby shack
that he calls home... 

But there are those that want to
change these pictures; people and or-
ganisations that want to paint over a
portion of
the pain, rub
out some of
the damage
and pencil
in highlights
of hope. 

Oasis, a
global fund
m a n a g e -
ment organ-
i s a t i o n
based in
Cape Town,
S o u t h
Africa, is
one of these.
In fact, fol-
lowing the
devastating
floods that
r a g e d
t h r o u g h
P a k i s t a n
during July
and August,
Oasis has
p l e d g e d
over £450
000 in aid-
ing ongoing
relief efforts
there and
will offi-
cially be do-
nating this
money later
in the
month.

This par-
ticular dona-
tion follows a series of similar con-
tributions over the organisation’s
13-year history. Indeed, disaster man-
agement is one of Oasis’s four key ar-
eas for charitable contribution, the
others being education, healthcare,
and social services.

“Since its inception, Oasis has ac-
tively supported the eradication of
social disparities and has made real
and tangible contributions in im-
proving the quality of life for less for-
tunate communities around the
world,” says Shaheen Ebrahim, the
Group’s Chairman. “We focus not
only on providing aid to those who so
desperately need it when unexpect-
edly struck by disaster, but also place
emphasis on supporting sustainable
projects with the potential to
strengthen the fabric of society on a
global scale.”

The organisation, with a dedicated
ethical focus as a leading global man-

ager of Shari’ah compliant invest-
ment products, achieves this through
direct sponsorship as well as through
distributions by its two charitable Oa-
sis Crescent Fund Trusts. As Oasis
grows its investors’ wealth in strict
accordance to Islamic principles,
these Trusts were established to col-
lect, invest and distribute the non-
permissible income earned on its in-
novative range of Islamic investment
products. Over the course of time,

they have been able to fund initia-
tives and projects that have signifi-
cantly improved the lives of thou-
sands of people around the world.

Other disaster relief efforts have
included a donation to victims of the
2005 Asian tsunami disaster, prima-
rily put towards rebuilding village
houses, schools and clinics in In-
donesia, as this country was hardest
hit. Oasis’s was the first and largest
South African corporate donation
and the organisation received a spe-
cial award in recognition of this as-
sistance from Indonesian Ambassa-
dor Abdul Nasier. More recently,
Oasis also responded to a call to aid
the plight of the Haitian people fol-
lowing the earthquake in January this
year in which an estimated 230,000
people lost their lives. In heeding the
call, a further donation of approxi-
mately £450 000 was made.

“Natural disasters create sudden

and significant disturbance,” explains
Shaheen, who is also a trustee to both
Oasis Crescent Fund Trusts. “As Oasis
understands that the devastating
weight of some of these occurrences
is relieved by the manner in which
they are addressed, we strive to pro-
vide assistance proactively and effi-
ciently. We are always grateful when
we see that our efforts provide relief
to those who so urgently require it.”

The organisation’s approach to

sustainable long-term initiatives is
also proactive, as it believes that by
starting at a grassroots level and by
implementing programmes with a
lasting legacy it can affect far-reach-
ing positive change in those commu-
nities most in need of upliftment. 

In line with this philosophy and as
another of its key areas of contribu-
tion, Oasis is firmly committed to pro-
moting access to education and the
enhancement of educative quality. Its
educational initiatives have included
the building of dormitories to pro-
vide safe learning environments for
underprivileged South African chil-
dren, the donation of computers to
centres that serve the dire need for
basic adult skills development and
the provision of funding to the Agape
Childcare Community Centre, a facil-
ity in South Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal
province that is home to over 50 chil-
dren orphaned by HIV/AIDS. In cele-

bration of Nelson Mandela Day ear-
lier this year, Oasis also financed an
Early Childhood Development Cen-
tre in another underprivileged South
African community and the children
of Vlakfontein received a brand new
learning space equipped with all the
necessary facilities.

As Shaheen emphasises, “We at Oa-
sis feel very strongly about improv-
ing educational facilities in develop-

ing countries, as we believe that this
will promote individual development
and will therefore equip learners to
make meaningful contributions to
the communities and societies in
which they live.”

The principles of affecting positive
change that will impact entire com-
munities are also what lie behind Oa-
sis’s commitment to healthcare, and
to the provision of basic medical serv-
ices and the financing of improve-
ments to existing medical facilities in
less fortunate communities.

“Oasis sincerely supports infra-
structural growth within the health-
care system as well as the eradication
of preventable diseases. A healthier
community will also be a happier and
more prosperous one,” says Shaheen.

This has resulted in ongoing con-
tributions to several hospitals and
hospices in communities of need, af-
fording patients with as much com-

fort as possible. Several donations of
technological equipment and the pro-
vision of medical amenities have also
been made, such as the overhaul of
the inadequate and rudimentary Der-
matology Unit of the Red Cross Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Cape Town. This
unit, for which Oasis also funds a full-
time healthcare worker, enables mi-
nor surgical procedures and has com-
pletely altered the course of life for
many children suffering from skin dis-

orders. In a
similar vein,
Oasis refur-
bished and
e x t e n d e d
the Derma-
tology Unit
at the
G r o o t e
Schuur Hos-
pital, which
houses the
first publicly
a v a i l a b l e
laser and
hair re-
moval unit
in South
Africa.

As its
fourth core
area of char-
itable invest-
ment, Oasis
focuses on
social serv-
ices and
here the or-
ganisation
has made
several note-
worthy and
significant
c o n t r i b u -
tions. As one
of the
largest of
these, a sub-
stantial do-
nation was
made to the

Beit-ul-Aman Home for the Aged. Oa-
sis made this donation after heeding
pleas for financial assistance to pre-
vent the home’s foreclosure and so
aided it in continuing to provide for
the specialised care for the old and
destitute. As many of the Home’s res-
idents have no living relatives, it was
a priority for Oasis to assist in con-
tinuing to provide for their peaceful
and dignified care.

The Oasis example is therefore one of
sharing your success and it is heartening
to see that an excellent business and can
also be combined with an equally excel-
lent corporate conscience. Through tar-
geting worthy disaster relief, education,
healthcare and social services initiatives,
Oasis can not only provide its clients with
the assurance of safe and fully Shari’ah
compliant investments, but also with the
knowledge that they are contributing
their non-permissible income to a
valuable cause for good. 

TMP 29 OCTOBER 2010 25BUSINESS


